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THE  CHRISTIAN  WAY  OF  SEEING 

"From  now  on^  therefore,  we  regard 
no  one  from  a  human  point  of  viewo»0" 

II  Cor  5«l6a 


There  isn't  much  grass  growing  these  days  on  the 
words  that  we  have  chosen  for  our  text*  One  theologian 
after  another,  one  preacher  after  another  has  walked 
over  and  around  it,  dug  it,  exegeted  it,  expounded  and 
applied  it.  All  of  this  because  this  statement  of  St* 
Paul's  says  something  vital  about  our  relationship  to 
God  and  to  each  other o  Here  it  iss   "From  now  on,, 
therefore,  we  regard  no  one  from  a  human  point  of  viewj 
even  though  we  once  regarded  Christ  from  a  human  point 
of  view,  we  regard  him  thus  no  longer/1  (II  Cor  5*l6) 

■$g.  ^  <|g.  3£  3£ 

A  Christian  sees  Christ  differently  from  other 
menQ   Indeed  this  different  way  of  perceiving  Christ 
is  part  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  Christians  The  world 
at  large  sees  Jesus  as  a  historical  figure  and  nothing 
more*.  With  rare  exceptions  his  literal  existence  in 
Palestine  two  thousand  years  ago  is  not  contested „  As 
an  historical  personage  he  is  usually  numbered  with 
the  teachers  and  religious  leaders  of  the  worlds  Fre- 
quently his  words  are  celebrated  and  ranked  as  among 
the  finest  ever  to  have  fallen  on  human  earso  Gener- 
ally speaking  as  a  historical  figure  Jesus  is  treated 
with  respect  and  even  admiration e  To  perceive  Jesus 
Christ  thus  is  to  regard  him  from  a  human  point  of 
view, 

St o   Paul  says^,  "We  once  regarded  Christ  from  this 
human  point  of  view,  but  we  regard  him  thus  no  longer a" 
Chances  are  he  is  speaking  autobiographically  here*.  He 
is  confessing  that  at  one  time  he  saw  Jesus  simply  as 
a  teacher |  a  man  who  was  born  to  the  Jews;  a  leader 
who  made  claim  to  being  Messiah  and  King;  one  who  found- 
ed a  sect  that  came  to  represent  a  threat  to  the  estab- 


lishment;  one  who  was  crucified  -  the  shameful  end  to 
a  rather  decent  life.  But  now  says  Ste  Paul,,  "We  re- 
gard him  thus  no  longer . "  Once  a  national  Messiah  of 
the  Jews  he  is  now  to  us  the  Incarnate  Word  to  whom 
every  race  of  men  is  related .  More  than  teacher,  He 
is  for  us  the  bearer  of  redemption  for  all  men.  We  see 
him  as  one  who  was  raised  from  the  dead  and  is  alive 
and  among  us  even  forever  more.   "Is  this  not  the 
carpenter's  son?"  (Mat  13»55)  The  answer  is  yes  and 
nOe  But  the  "no"  is  more  important  than  the  "yeso" 

And  so  for  us  today  we  do  not  come  to  know  this 
Jesus  by  going  back  to  the  historical  time  in  which  he 
lived  -  although  one  cannot  readily  dismiss  history 
and  the  fact  that  Jesus  was  for  real  in  Palestineo   I 
find  it  helpful  when  someone  is  inquiring  about  the 
veracity  of  the  Christian  faith,  to  suggest  that  he 
sit  down  and  read  the  Gospel  according  to  Sto  Marko  We 
must  surely  be  anchored  to  history  at  some  point .  But 
it  is  time  we  recognized  that  the  Gospels  in  particu- 
lar are  strangely  indifferent  to  precision  regarding 
time  and  place.   There  are  no  clearly  demarcated 
shrines  to  visit  in  order  to  verify  Christian  faith. 
We  don't  know  exactly  where  be  was  born.  We  don't 
know  exactly  the  house  in  Nazareth  in  which  he  was 
raised.  We  don't  know  precisely  where  his  miracles 
happened  and  where  his  teaching  was  given.  Let  us  re- 
member that  not  all  those  who  were  alive  as  his  con- 
temporaries two  thousand  years  ago  actually  perceived 
who  he  was.  Jesus  said  in  one  place:   "Then  shall  ye 
begin  to  say,  we  have  eaten  and  drunk  in  thy  presence, 
and  thou  has  taught  in  our  streets.  And  he  shall  say, 
I  tell  you  I  know  you  not  whence  you  are."  (Lk  l8;27) 

A  trip  to  the  Holy  Land  might  advance  our  knowl- 
edge of  geography  and.  give  us  an  introduction  to  the 
customs  and  climate  of  that  land,  but  it  will  not  nec- 
essarily advance  our  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ c   "No 
one  can  say  that  Jesus  is  Lord  except  by  the  Holy 
Spirit."   (I  Cor.  12s 3b)  This  is  the  importance  of 
the  day  of  Pentecost,  that  we  are  enabled  by  the  Spir- 
it to  pass  from  a  human  regard  for  Jesus  Christ  to 
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something  more.   It  is  through  the  action  of  God's 
spirit  that  we  find  in  Jesus  Christ  God  confronting  us^ 
God  coming  to  us,  as  nowhere  else0  By  the  operation 
of  the  Spirit  we  come  to  recognize  Jesus  as  something 
more  than  a  distant  figure  buried  beneath  the  dust  of 
the  paste  We  hail  him  as  our  contemporary  in  the  here 
and  nowo 

Anyone  who  has  ever  noticed  a  man  in  need  and 
rushed  by  intent  on  other  business  has  been  with  the 
priest  and  the  Levite  on  the  road  from  Jerusalem  to 
Jericho* 

Anyone  who  has  ever  seen  the  scattered  fragments 
of  learning  and  experience  coalesce  in  one  ordered  and 
authentic  center  and  said  "Thou  are  the  Christ/'  has 
been  to  Caesarea  Philippic 

Anyone  who  has  ever  contemplated  the  reality  of 
evil  and  his  own  participation  in  it,  and  asked  "Lord 
is  it  I?"  has  been  to  the  upper  room. 

Anyone  who  has  ever  agonized  in  prayer  on  the  eve 
of  a  major ^  make-or-break,  life-or-death  decision,  has 
been  to  Gethsemane0 

Anyone  who  has  ever  betrayed  a  trust  or  been  un- 
faithful to  a  friend  for  personal  profit  has  been  with 
Judas  to  Akeldemah«, 

Anyone  who  has  been  buffeted  and  faulted  for  wrong 
he  did  not  do  has  been  to  Golgotha <, 

Anyone  who  has  ever  walked  the  way  of  discourage- 
ment and  rejection  and  been  surprised  by  joy  has  been 
on  the  Emmaus  Road* 

Anyone  who  has  been  grasped  by  the  universality  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  felt  his  own  provincialism,  tribalism 
and  nationalism  fall  away  like  a  tattered  garment  no 
longer  needed  or  desired.,  has  been  to  Pentecost. 

This  is  what  Emil  Brunner  means  when  he  says,  "Just 


as  a  dog  does  not  know  Michelangelo  as  a  Master,  but 
only  sees  him  as  a  man  who  strikes  a  stone  with  wood 
and  iron,  so  for  the  unbeliever  there  is  no  Christ,  no 
Risen  Lord,  but  only  a  man,  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  who 
died  on  the  Cross.   The  miracle  of  revelation  can  only 
be  seen  by  faith.   But  this  miracle  of  the  God-Man  is 
achieved  without  eliminating  the  natural  order.  The 
Son  of  God  lived  a  natural  human  life,  so  that  to  many 
he  seemed  to  be  an  ordinary  man,  and  only  the  eye  of 
faith  was  able  to  see  the  Son  of  God  in  his  human  'form 
of  a  servant . ' "  i_ 

<*•**■*•* 

A  Christian  sees  Christ  differently  from  other 
men.  And  a  Christian  sees  his  fellowman  differently, 
"From  now  on,  therefore, "  said  Paul,  "we  regard  no  one 
from  a  human  point  of  view."  (II  Cor  5tl6a.)     The  human 
point  of  view  in  estimating  other  people  takes  into 
consideration  such  factors  as:  Outward  appearance, 
ability,  utility,  class,  wealth,  pedigree,  position, 
race .   In  the  Christian  community  there  is  no  place  for 
any  of  these  canons  of  judgment „  These  factors  within 
the  Christian  community  have  no  standing  whatsoever. 
They  are  invalid  considerations 6 

Paul  got  at  this  in  several  different  places.  In 
his  letter  to  the  Galatians  he  said,  "For  as  many  of 
you  as  were  baptized  into  Christ  have  put  on  Christ. 
There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  there  is  neither  slave 
nor  free,  there  is  neither  male  nor  female;  for  you  are 
all  one  in  Christ  Jesus."  (Gal  3:27-28)  In  writing  to 
the  Colosians  he  said,  "Here  there  cannot  be  Greek  and 
Jew,  circumcised  and  uncircumcised,  barbarian,  Scvthian, 
slave,  free  man,  but  Christ  is  all,  and  in  all. ( Col  3:ll! 

Such  distinctions  of  course  continue  to  exist, 
But  the  point  is  that  such  distinctions  no  longer  mat- 
Ln  the  community  of  faith.  We  pick  up  our  various 
forms  of  discrimination  from  the  outside.  ILL.  Mencken 
characteristically  got  right  to  the  point  when  he  said, 
"One  may  no  more  live  in  this  world  without  picking  up 
the  moral  pre.lurU  ^<=^  of  the  world  than  one  would  be 
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able  to  go  to  hell  without  perspiring*"  —       It  is  natu- 
ral for  us  to  pick  them  up^  but  it  is  wrong  for  us  to 
bring  them  into  the  household  of  faith I 

This  is  so  for  two  reasons .  First,  because  all  men 
were  made  in  the  image  and  likeness  of  God.  David  Stein- 
berg the  actor  had  a  bit  of  fun  with  a  hippie  one  day. 
The  hippie  stopped  the  thespian  and  said,  "You  look  very 
familiar .   Do  I  know  you  or  do  you  just  remind  me  of 
someone?"  Steinberg  replied.   "I  remind  you  of  God, 
After  all,  I  was  created  in  His  image .  As  a  matter  of 
fact  you  remind  me  of  Him  somewhat  yourself ."  The  hip- 
pie nodded  and  moved  on.  3 

But  of  even  greater  importance  is  a  fact  that 
weighed  heavily  on  Sto  Paul's  mind  and  was  so  formative 
for  his  theology,  the  fact  that  Christ  died  for  all  men 
making  all  men  one  and  equal  as  objects  of  the  love  of 
God.  When  he  says,  "From  now  on,  therefore,"  the  point 
he  is  pushing  off  from  is  the  crucifixion.  Since  Christ 
died  for  all,  all  are  leveled  off  by  this  love.  We  are 
all  brothers  in  Christ  actually  or  potentially •  And 
because  this  is  so  we  cannot  regard  any  other  person 
from  a  human  point  of  view,, 

#  #  *  #  # 

What  does  this  elemental  teaching  have  to  say  to 
us  at  Riverside  now?  Riverside  is  inter- national, inter- 
denominational, inter-racial,  and  if  you  will  paraon  a 
horrible  play  on  words,  inter-e sting  -  especially  since 
the  Manifesto  was  thrust  before  us.   Clearly  within 
this  fellowship  the  human  point  of  view  has  no  place. 
The  way  the  white  man  thinks  about  the  black  man  outside 
does  not  belong  within  the  church o  The  way  the  black 
man  thinks  about  the  white  man  outside  does  not  belong 
within  the  church.  We  cannot  be  faithful  to  Christ  and 
import  the  human  point  of  view  into  the  fellowship  of 
God ' s  people . 

To  say  that  black  is  bad  and  white  is  good  is  to 
talk  nonsense  within  the  framework  of  faith.   To  say 
that  black  is  good  and  white  is  bad  is  to  talk  nonsense 
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within  the  circle  of  Christian  faith  where  we  have 
seen  Jesus  as  the  Christ  and  regard  him  no  longer  from 
a  human  point  of  view. 

But  just  as  it  is  clear  that  we  cannot  within  the 
church  regard  each  other  in  these  purely  human  terms, 
is  it  not  equally  clear  that  in  the  world  of  political 
and  economic  reality,  where  the  black  man  has  been  dis- 
advantaged for  so  long,  we  ought  not,  as  Christians  who 
happen  to  be  white,  to  exert  pressure  on  the  black  man 
in  our  midst  to  withdraw  from  the  quest  for  power  on 
the  outside?  There  is  a  way  in  which  this  truth  of  St. 
Paul  could  be  used  as  a  restraining  force  on  the  black 
man  who  wants  his  share  of  power.   It  belongs  to  us  who 
happen  to  be  white  in  this  church  not  to  so  use  our 
faith  as  to  dissuade  our  black  brethren  against  parti- 
cipation in  the  drive  for  power. 

I  was  raised  to  believe  in  a  non segregated  church 
in  a  nonsegregated  society  and  to  this  I  am  still  com- 
mitted .  But  political  and  economic  reality  compels  us 
to  concede  the  fact  that  there  should  be  and  will  be  an 
interlude  of  black  separatism  in  this  country 0   I  can 
say  personally  that  I  would  wish  that  in  this  drive  for 
separatism  some  of  us  who  are  white  and  sympathetic  to 
the  cause  might  not  be  ruled  out  as  allies. 

In  the  mail  that  I  have  received  over  the  past  few 
weeks  I  have  heard  from  white  people  who  are  more  in- 
terested in  black  power  than  some  blacks  are  themselves. 
There  is  something  disturbingly  simplistic  about  a  re- 
duction into  black  and  white  on  this  point „ 

I've  logged  a  lot  of  time  in  airplanes  over  the 
last  twenty  years,  simply  as  a  passenger.   I've  never 
been  startled  about  anything  in  flight.   But  I  confess 
that  I  feel  my  nerves  preyed  upon  just  a  bit  when  an 
airplane  goes  into  a  holding  pattern  over  a  congested 
airport  on  a  foggy  day.   Somehow  we  all  have  an  interior 
compass  that  tells  us,  no  matter  how  wide  the  loope, 
that  we  are  going  around  in  circles.  The  airlines,  with 
their  delightful  use  of  language,  refer  to  this  nerve- 
racking  encircling  of  an  airport  as  a  "delay  absorption 
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device • "  The  black  man  in  our  society  has  been  circl- 
ing for  a  long  timeB   He  has  been  operating  on  a  hold- 
ing pattern .   His  nerves  are  becoming  frayed .   He 
would  like  to  make  a  landing  and  be  given  the  power  and 
recognition  that  rightfully  belong  to  him* 

I  am  suggesting  that  even  though  within  the  fel- 
lowship of  the  Christian  church  we  regard  no  other  per- 
son from  a  human  point  of  view,  we  ought  not  so  to  a- 
buse  this  insight  as  to  try  to  retard  any  black  man  in 
this  fellowship  from  his  participation  in  the  movement 
that  means  so  much  to  his  people „ 

*  #  #  #  # 

This  is  Pentecost  Sunday e  Because  God's  spirit 
came  down  at  Pentecost  and  has  remained  among  us  since, 
we  no  longer  regard  Jesus  from  a  human  point  of  view 
but  see  him  as  the  Christ  of  God,  We  no  longer  regard 
each  other  from  a  human  point  of  view,,  but  see  each 
other  as  equalized  before  God  as  beneficiaries  of  his 
iove6 

When  we  pray  for  the  Spirit  to  come,  as  our  choir 
did  in  anthem  form  so  beautifully  today,  we  are  not  to 
expect  that  He  will  only  come  in  a  vertical  and  mysti- 
cal way0   Frequently  He  comes  in  the  contemporary 
events  of  our  common  lifee 

The  town  of  Enterprise,  Alabama  has  erected  a 
statue  to  the  boll  weevil 0  The  story  behind  this  unique 
phenomenon  is  that  the  boll  weevil  ruined  the  cotton 
crop  for  the  farmers  in  that  area  and  made  them  switch 
to  peanuts  from  which  they  made  large  profits „  Who 
knows  but  what  someday  in  Riverside  Church,  the  Mani- 
festo about  which  we  have  been  speaking  may  be  framed, 
preserved  and  placed  on  display  so  that  those  who  come 
to  visit  this  magnificent  building  might  know  that 
through  this  document,  for  all  of  its  faults  and  weak- 
nesses, we  were  able  t-c  hear  what  the  Spirit  was  saying 
to  the  church I      If  God  can  use  that  document  to  lead 
us  to  a  larger  Christ  and  a.  deeper  love  for  one  another, 


then  the  Manifesto  was  not  in  vairio   "From  now  on, 
therefore,  we  regard  no  one  from  a  human  point  of  view; 
even  though  we  once  regarded  Christ  from  p  human  point 
of  view,  we  regard  him  thus  no  longer."  (II  Cor  5°.l6) 


CLOSING  PRAYER 

Spirit  of  God,  forgive  us  that  the 
fraility  of  our  own  nature  and 
the  sad  record  of  human  experience 
has  made  us  all  but  hopeless. 

Come  Thou  among  us  to  kindle  faith, 
to  awaken  us  to  new  possibilities, 
and  to  make  us,  for  all  of  our 
diversity,  one  family  in  Our 
Father ?  s  love 

Through  Jesus  Christ  Our  Lord. 

Amen, 


FOOTNOTES- 

1.  Brunner,  Emil,  The  Christian  Doctrine  of  Creation 
and  Redemption,  "Church  Dogmatics,"  p.  Ib89  Vol  II, 
Tne  Westminster  Press ,  Philadelphia,  1952 

2c  Mencken,  H0L0,  "Prejudice"  From  The  Home  Book  of 
Quotations  by  Burton  Stevenson,  p.  1597,  Dodd,  Mead 
&  Co.,  1934 

3.   Beatty,  Jerome,  Jr.,  " Trade -Wind s, "  Saturday  Re- 
view, p.  13,  February  3,  1968 


-  8  - 


69/19 


